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Using the Internet

Computers connect to the Internet in different ways. Hom
and businesses pay EBBP, or Internet Service Provider, to

o connect to the Internet. Modemconnects a computer to tr
modem Internet.As you will learn later in this module ja-up

browser modems and DSL modems use phone lines to connect tc
hyperlink Internet. A cable modem uses cable TV wires to connect

the Internet. Aorowser is the software that sends and
— retrieves information on the Internet. Study the rfigglelow
multimedia page to learn about some important browser functions.

search engine
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A hyperlink is an item on a Web page that links to anoth

When you click a
hyperlink, the
browser will display
the page the
hyperlink connects
to.

Web page.

A Gates Of The Arctic National Park & Preserve (National PE]@

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help w
. = z = = »
eBack - & \ﬂ ‘é] ‘;b ) search \;‘\’(Favarites @ veda £8 2
acldress | @] http:/fwww.nps.gov/gaar/ v B co Links ?
Google~ |national parks v; gosearchweb ~ §2 D297 blocked 5] 4o fed optic >

~

National Park Service

National Pa rk Service U.S. Department of the Interior

Gates Of The Arctic

National Park & Preserve
Alaska

Fee Information By establishing Gates of the Arctic National Home
view all Fees » Park & Preserve (GAAR) in Alaska's Brooks = e
Range, Congress has reserved a vast and LS Al
essentially untouched area of superlative Activities
natural beauty and exceptional scientific Ebacatinn Procsmns v
¢ i
&) @ Internet

TheFavorites menu allows you to bookmark Web pages
bookmark sends the browser automatically to a page the
you speify. Web pages that contain information in many
forms, like sound and movies, are caliedltimedia

pages

The Internet contains so much information that it is ofter
hard to find what you are looking fd8earch engines
search the Internet for keywordsttyou provideln
addition to the search engine in Internet Explorer, there .
several very good search engines on the Internet.
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&l ® Internet

Regardless of which search engine you use, it is importe

Later if this module for you to be able to search effectively.

you will learn several

different techniques ¢ Tech Check

for performing h . . f
e Answer the questiors on a separate piece ofgper.

on the Internet.

1. Define What isa browser?

2. Explain Why are bookmarks useful?

3. Compile Make a list ofive of your favorite
multimedia pages on the Internet
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telephone
modem

dial-up
connection

POTS
DSL modem
cable modem

satellite modem

Speed on the Internet

Internet speed is determined by the type of modem and
Internet connection that you have. In general, the more
expensive the modem and Internet service, the fester
Internet connection.

The slowest, and least expensive, type of modem is a
telephone modemThis type of modem usegdal-up
connection meaning that it uses telephone lines to conne
to the Internet. A dialip connection relies on what is
sometimeseferred to aPOTS, or Plain Old Telephone
Service. Originally, POTS was intended for voice
communications, but in the past decades, many Internet |
have come to depend on the telephone companies for the
Internet connections.

Due to high Interndtraffic on phone lines as well as the
limitations of a telephone modem, digh connections are
often quite slow. To be exact, a telephone modem has a
speed of 56 Kbps (56 thousand bits per second). Anothel
disadvantage of a telephone modem is that yelaphone
line is busy while using the Internet. In other words, you
cannot receive or make any calls as youal or surf the
Web. Additionally, some multimedia Web pages cannot b
viewed using a telephone modem.

The digital family of modems and Interreginnections are
much faster, albeit more expensiggital modemsuse
digital signals, instead of the analog signals used by POT
to send and retrieve information over the Internet. Digital
signals are much faster and more efficient than analog
signal® digital modems can be from 20 to 100 times fasti
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than a telephone modem, enabling not only higher spee
but also greater access to multimedia Web pages. The t
major types of digital modems are discussed below:

e A DSL modem as does a telephone moderses
telephone lines to connect to the Internet. Howev
DSL stands for aDSL cpnn_ectioris different than a dialip o
fiDigital Subscriber connection in several ways: a DSL connection is
Line. o always on, so there is not need to dial in to conne
a DSL connection uses digital technology that is
much faster than POTS; and the digital signals th
DSL modem sends and receives do not interfere
with telephone service, so you can make and reci
phone calls while connected to the Internet.

e A cable modemuses a TV cable to connect to the
Internet.Many of its advantages are similar to thot
of a DSL modem: its processing speed is much
faster than a telephone modem; the connection is
always on; and although a cable modem transmit
signals on a TV cable, the Internet connection do
not interfere withcable TV service.

¢ A satellite modem as its name suggests, uses a
satellite dish to connect to the Internet. Some cak
TV companies now provide small satellite antenn.
that enable you to both connect to the Internet an
receive cable TV. As is the cas#th cable modems,
a satellite modem is much faster than a telephone
modem, its connection is always on, and it does r
interfere with cable TV service.
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The main drawbacks of digital modems and their
corresponding Internet service are cost and avétiabi
A digital Internet connection can cost around twice a:

Many rural areas and

small towns do not much as a dialip connection, and although nearly

yet have digital anyone with phone service can set up aujmlnternet

Internet service, account, digital Internet service is not offered in man
areas.

v Tech Check

Answer the questiors on a separate piece ofgper.

1. RecallWhatdoes POTS stand f@r

2. DiscussWhat is the processing speed of a
telephone moden?

3. CompareName one advantage of digital Internet
connections over dialip connectionsName one
drawback ofdigital Internet connections
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keyword

Boolean logic

Boolean
operators

Techniques for Searching

The Internet is probably the single most important new to
for research since the public library. However, the advant
provided by the Internet can also be its greatest challengs
There is so much information out there that it is difficult tc
know where to begin!

A good place to begin work regardless of your research t
is Google. Arguably the most useful search ragGoogle is
an enormous fispidero (an
Acrawlso the Web | ooking f
index of over three billion URLSimply type your topic into
Googl ebs search bar.

When you usé¢he Internet for researchiouwant to find
Web pages that contain useful, or relevant, informafibe.
first step towardéinding this information i<hoosing
appropriat&keywords Keywords are thewordsa search
engine usein its search for relevant Web pages

If you use only on&eyword to search the Web, you may
find that you get a very high number of results, most of
which are irrelevant. For example, if you want to find
information about tennis lessons, a general keyword suct
tennismight produce results as varied as temalated
products, the history of tennis, tennis rankings, tennis clu
and tennis lessons. To avoid sifting through irrelevant link
use the more specific phrasanis lessons.

Many search engines also have an advanced search that
allows you to indica exactly what you want the engine to
search for and what you want it to ignore.
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“ Boolean logic named after nineteentientury

mathematician George Boole, is a form of algebra in wh

LHNET CEMAIELAE & all values are reduced to TRUE or FALSE. This logic
search online, be

sure to spell all your system can bepplied to search engine keywords in order

search words find only the most pertinent resulBoolean operators or
correctly. Incorrect the conventions used in keywords to apply Boolean logic
spellings can Internet searches, are as follows:

prevent you from
getting good results.

¢ To find Web pages with an exact phrase, place th
keyword or phrase in quotation marks. Phrases in
guotation marks such &% RVWR Q aMdAH U U |
36 L D P HV hilFddlWpvbduce Web pages that
include that exact phrase.

e You can search for Web pages that include two o
more keywords, although the words will radivays
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